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fruits the girls were believed to be inspired by the Master
of Life, who thus consumed the offering by deputy. The
chief solemnity of the Natchez, an Indian tribe on the Lower
Mississippi, was the Harvest Festival or the Festival of New
Fire. An early account of this ceremony has been already Chateau-
submitted to the reader,1 but it may not be amiss to add ^r^tion
here for comparison the later description by Chateaubriand, ofthehar-
which differs from the other in some particulars, and lays ^o^he
stress on the sacrifice rather than on the sacrament of first- Natchez,
fruits. According to Chateaubriand, then, when the time
for the festival drew near, a crier went through the villages
calling upon the people to prepare new vessels and new
garments, to wash their houses, and to burn the old grain,
the old garments, and the old utensils in a common fire.
He also proclaimed an amnesty to criminals. Next day he
appeared again, commanding the people to fast for three
days, to abstain from all pleasures, and to make use of the
medicine of purification. Thereupon all the people took
some drops extracted from a root which they called the
" root of blood." It was a kind of plantain and distilled a
red liquor which acted as a violent emetic, During their
three days' fast the people kept silence. At the end of it
the crier proclaimed that the festival would begin on the
following day. So next morning, as soon as it began to
grow light in the sky, the people streamed from all quarters
towards the temple of the Sun. The temple was a large
building with two doors, one opening to the east, the other
to the west. On this morning the eastern door of the
temple stood open. Facing the eastern door was an altar,
placed so as to catch the first beams of the rising sun. An
image of a chouchouacha (a small marsupial) stood upon the
altar ; on its right was an image of a rattlesnake, on its left
an image of a marmoset. Before these images a fire of
oak-bark burned perpetually. Once a year only, on the
eve of the Harvest Festival, was the sacred flame suffered
to die out. To the right of the altar, on the morning of
this holy day, stood the great "chief, who took his title and
traced his descent from the Sun. To the left of the altar
stood his wife. Round them were grouped, according to

1 Above, pp. 77 sq^